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CON 

% Permanence in one {late. 

Continuance of evil doth in itfelf increafe evil. Sidney. 

A chamber where a great fire is kept, though the fire be 
at one flay, yet with the continuance continually hath its heat 
inaeafah . Sidney , b. ii. 

1 heie Romifh cafuifls fpeak peace to the confluences of 
men,, by fuggefling fomething which fhall fatisfy their minds, 
notwithftanding a known, avowed continuance in fins. South. 

3. Abode in a place. 

4. Duration; laiiingnefs. 

^ ou either fear his humour, or my negligence, that you 
call in queflion the continuance of his love. Sbak. Twelfth Tight. 

^ heir duty depending upon fear, the one was of no greater 
continuance than the other. Hayward. 

I hat pleafure is not of greater continuance , which arifes 
from, the prejudice or malice of its hearers. Addif Freeholder. 

5. Perfeverance. 

1 o them who, by patient continuance in well-doing, feek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal life. Ro. ii. 7. 

6. Progreffion of time. 

In thy book all my members were written, which in conti- 
nuance were fafhioned. Pf cxxxix. 16. 

Conti'nuate. adj. [ continuatus , Latin.] 

1 . Immediately united. 

We are of him and in him, even as though our very flefh 
and bones fliould be made continuate with his. Hooker , b. v. 

2. Uninterrupted ; unbroken. 

A mofl incomparable man breath’d, as it were, 

I o an untirable and continuate goodnefs. Shakefp. T'nnon. 
Continuation, n f. [from continuate.] Protradlion, or fuc- 
ceffion uninterrupted. 

'1 hefe things mufl needs be the works of providence, for 
the continuation of the fpecies, and upholding the world. Ray. 

T he Roman poem is but the fecond part of the Illias ; a 
continuation of the fame flory. Dryd. Fables , Preface. 

Conti'nuative. n.f [from continuate.] An expreffion noting 
permanence or duration. 

To thefe may be added continuatives ; as Rome remains to 
this day, which includes at leafl two propofitions, viz. Rome 
was, and Rome is. Watts’s Logick. 

ContinuaTor. n. f. [from continuate.] He that continues or 
keeps up the feries or fucceffion. 

It feems injurious to providence to ordain away of produc- 
tion which Mould deflroy the producer, or contrive the conti- 
nuation of the fpecies by the deftru&ion of the continuator. 

Brown’ s Vulgar Err ours, b. iii. c. 15. 
To CONTI NUE, v. n. [ continuer , Fr. continue , Latin.] 

1. To remain in the fame flate. 

The multitude continue with me now three days, and have 
nothing to eat. Ad at. xv. 32. 

2. To lafl ; to be durable. 

Thy kingdom fhall not continue. 1 Sa. xiii. 14. 

For here have we no continuing city, but we feek one to 
come. Heb. xiii. 14. 

3. To perfevere. 

If ye continue in my word, then are ye my difciples in- 
deed. . Jo. viii. 3r. 

To Continue, v. a. 

To protraCl, or repeat without interruption. 

0 continue thy loving kindnefs unto them. Pf. xxxvi. 1 0. 
To unite without a chafm, or intervening fubftance. 

The dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulph 
T amely endur’d a bridge of wond’rous length, 

From hell continu'd reaching th’ utmofl orb 
Of this frail world. Milton s Paradife Lojl , b. ii. /. 1029. 

Here Priam’s fon, Deiphobus, he found, 

Whofe face and limbs were one continu'd wound ; 

Difhonefl, with lop’d arms, the youth appears, 

Spoil’d of his nofe, and fhorten’d of his ears. Dryd. fllti. 
Where any motion or fucceffion is fo flow, as that it keeps 
not pace with the ideas in our minds, there the feries of a 
conflant continued fucceffion is loft ; and we perceive it not 
but with certain gaps of reft between. Locke. 

You know how to make yourfelf happy, by only continuing 
fuch a life as you have been long accuftomed to lead. Pope. 
Conti'nuf.dly. adv. [from continued.] Without interruption ; 
without ceafing. 

By perfeverance, I do not underftand a continucdly uniform, 
equal courfe of obedience, and fuch as is not interiupted with 
the lead a£l of fin * Tonis. 

Conti'nuer. n.f. [from continue.] Having the power of per- 
feverance. 

1 would my horfe had the fpeed of your tongue, and fo 

good a continuer. Shakefpcarc s Much ado about Nothing. 

Continuity, n.f. [ continuitas , Latin.] 

I. Connection uninterrupted ; cohefion; clofe union. 

It is certain, that in all bodies there is an appetite of union, 
and evitation of folution of continuity. Bacon s Tat. Hi/lory. 

After the great lights there mufl be great fhadows, which 
we call repoles, bccaufe in reality the fight would be tired, 
if it were attracted by a continuity of glittering objects. Dryd, 
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if wraps itfelf about the flame, and by its continuity hinder 
any air or nitre from coming. Addifons Remarks on Italy 

2. In phyfick. >' 

That texture or cohefion of the parts of an animal bodv 

upon the deflru&ion of which there is laid to be a folution o’’ 
continuity. < ^ 

As in the natural body a wound or folution of continuity^ 
worfc than a corrupt humour, fo in the fpiritual. Bac. EjL s 
. The folid parts may be contraded by diflolving their con- 
^ ti unity ; for a fibre, cut through, contracts itfelf. “ Arbuthiut. 
Continuous, adj . [continuus, Latin.] joined together with- 
out the intervention of any ipace. 

As the breadth of every ring is thus augmented, the dark 
intervals mufl be diminifhed, until the neighbouring rings be- 
come continuous , and are blended. Newton's 0 - t 

To wdiofe dread expan fe, 

Continuous depth, and wondTous length of courfe, 

Our floods are rills. Thonfm's Summer , /. 8 k. 

To CONTORT. v. a. [ contortus , Latin ] To twill- to 
writhe. 

1 he vertebral arteries are varioufly contorted. Ray. 

Air feems to confill of Ipires contorted into fmall fpheres, 
through the interfaces of which the particles of light may 
, freely pafs. " Qbeyne. 

Contortion, n.f [from contort.] Twill; wry motion; 
flexure. 

Difruption they would be in danger of, upon a great and 
fudden ftretch or contortion. Ray on the Creation. 

How can £he acquire thofe hundred graces and motions, 
and airs, the contortions of every mufcular motion in the 
face ? Swift. 

CONTOUR. n.f. [French.] The outline; the line by which 
any figure is defined or terminated. 

Co'ntra. A Latin prepofition ufed in compofition, which 
fignifies againjl. 

CON I RAT AND. adj. [ contrabando , Ital. contrary to procla- 
mation.] Prohibited ; illegal ; unlawful. 

If there happen to be found an irreverent expreffion, or a 
thought too wanton, in the cargo, let them be ftaved or for- 
feited, like contraband goods. Dryden s Fables , Preface. 

To Contraband, v. a. [from the adjeCtive.] To import 
goods prohibited. 

To CONTRA'CT. v. a. [ contraftus , Latin.] 

1. To draw together; to fhorten. 

Why love among the virtues is not known, 

Is, that love contracts them all in one. Donne . 

2. To bring two parties together; to make a bargain. 

On him thy grace did liberty bellow ; 

But firft contracted , that, if ever found, 

His head fliould pay the forfeit. Dryclcn's Fables . 

3. To betroth ; to affiance. 

The truth is, fhe and I, long fince contracted , 

Are now fo fure that nothing can diffolve us. Shakefpeare. 
She was a lady of the higheft condition in that country, 
and contracted to a man of merit and quality. Toiler, N°. 58, 

4. To procure; to bring; to incur ; to draw ; to get. 

Of enemies he could not but contract good flore, while 
moving in fo high a fphere. King Charles. 

He that but conceives a crime in thought, 

Contracts the danger of an actual fault. Dryden s Jura. 

Like friendly colours, found them both unite. 

And each from each contra>Ct new ftrength and light. Pope. 
Such behaviour we contract by having much converfed with 
perfons of high Rations. Swift. 

5. To fhorten; to abridge; to epitomife. 

To Contract, v. n. 

1. To fhrink up; to grow fliort. 

Whatever empties the vefiels, gives room to the fibres to 
contract. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. To bargain ; as, to contract for a quantity of prpvifions. 
Contract, piart. adj. [from the verb.] Affianced; contracted. 

Firft was he contract to lady Lucy ; 

Your mother lives a witnefs to that vow. Shakcf Rich. Ill- 
Co'ntract. n.f. [from the verb. Anciently accented on the firft.] 

1. An a£l whereby two parties are brought together ; a bargain; 
a compact. 

The agreement upon orders, by mutual contract , with the 
confent to execute them by common ftrength, they make the 
rife of all civil governments. Temple . 

Shall Ward draw contracts with a ftatefman’s Ikill 
Or japhet pocket, like his grace, a will ? Pot-e. 

2. An aCt whereby a man and woman are betrothed to one 
another. 

Touch’d you the baftardy of Edward’s children?- 
• — I did, with his contract with lady Lucy, _ 

And his contract by deputy in France. Shakef. Richard IT 

3. A writing in which the terms of a baigain are included. 
Contra'ct edness. n.f. [from contracted.] I he ftate 0 

being contracted ; contraction. / lC “r 

Contractibi'lit y. n.f. [from contradible.] Poffibility 
being contracted; quality of fullering contraction. 
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Bv this continual cmiraBibility and dilatibility by fjjj 
decrees of heat, the air is kept in aconftant motion. Arbuthn.^ 
Contra'ctible. adj. [ from antraft. ] Capable of c 

"fmali air-bladders, dilatable and 

be inflated by the admiflion of an, and ttfijhBde at ^ 

CoNTRA'cTiBLENESSi n.f. [from cctramd TheqteUqr 

Having the power of 

C °Thf aneties fre^laftick^ubes, endued with a 

force bv which they fqueeze and drive the blood fall 
lorce, oy wiuui y 1 Arbuthnot on Aliminis. 

forward. . . , 

Contraction, n.f. [ contraCiio , Uatinj 
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„o ™ %z. 

traChons. r u J 

2 The aCt of fhrinking or fhrivehng. 

Oil of vitriol will throw the ftomach into involuntary com - 

„ • Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

traCtions. . . 

3. The ftate of being contraded, or drawn into a narrow 

compafe. . , , • „i „ 

Some things induce a emtraam in the nerves, placed in the 

mouth of the-flomach, which is a great caufc of appetite, ham,. 
Comparing the quantity of contraction and dilatation made 

bv all ’the degrees of each colour, I found it greateft in the 

Newton's Opt. 

a. 7 ln grammar.] The reduflion of two vowels or fyllables 

5. Any thing in jts ftate of abbreviation or contraction j as, the 
writing is full of contraclions. 

Contractor, n.f [from contract.] One of the parties to a 

contract or bargain. _ 

Let the meafure of your affirmation or denial be the un- 

der Handing of your contractor ; for he that deceives the buyer 
or the feller by fpeaking what is true, in a fenfe not under- 
Hood by the other, is a thief. Taylor's Rule of Living Holy. 

All matches, friendfliips, and focieties are dangerous and 
inconvenient, where the contractors are not equals. U EJfrange. 
To CONTRADI'CT. v.a. [contradico, Latin. J 

1 . To oppofe verbally ; to aflert the contrary to what has been 
aflerted. 

It is not lawful to contradict a point of hiftory which is 
known to all the world, as to make Hannibal and Scipio con- 
temporaries with Alexander. Dryden' s Dedication , CEn. 

2. To be contrary to ; to repugn; to oppofe. 

No truth can contradict any truth. Flooker , b. ii. fed. 7. 

I contradict your banes : 

If you will marry, make your loves to me. Shah. K. Lear. 
Contradi'cter. n.f [from contradict.] One that contra- 
dicts ; one that oppofes ; an oppofer. 

If no contradiCier appears herein, and the fuit was only 
commenced againft fuch as openly reproached him, in refpect 
of his legitimacy, it will furely be good for the inheritance 
itfelf. Ay life’s Parergon. 

If a gentleman is a little fincere in his reprefentations, he 
is fure to have a dozen contradiCters. Sivift's View of Ireland. 
Contra di'ci ion. n.f [from contradict.] 

1 . V erbal oppofition ; controverfial aflertion. 

That tongue, 

Infpir’d with contradiction , durft oppofe 
A third part of the gods. Miltons Paradife Lojl , b. vi. 

2. Oppofition. 

Confider him that Cndureth fuch contradiction of Tinners 
againft himfelf, left ye be wearied. Heb. x ii. 3. 

3. Inconfiftency ; incongruity in words or thoughts. 

The apoftle’s advice to be angry and fin not, was a contra- 
diction in their philofophy. South's Sermons. 

If truth be once perceived, we do thereby alfo perceive 
whatfoever is falfe in contradiction to it. Grew' s Cofmol. b. ii. 

4. Contrariety,’ in thought or effect. 

All contradictions grow in thofe minds, which neither abfo- 
lutely climb the rock of virtue, nor freely fink into the Tea of 
vanity. Sidney, b. ii. 

Laws human mufl: be made without contradiction unto any 
pofitive law in feripture. Hooker , b. iii. / 9. 

Can he make deathlefs death ? That were 
Strange contradiction, which to God himfelf 
Impoffible is held ; as argument 

Of weaknefs, not of pow’r. Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. x. 
Contradictious, adj. [from contradict.] 

1. I filed with contradictions ; inconfiftent. 

'1 he rules of decency, of government, of juflice itfelf, 
are fo different in one place from what they are in another, 
fo party-coloured and contradictious, that one would think 
the (pecies of men altered according to their climates. Collier. 

2. Inc fined to contradidl; given to cavil. 
ContrWctiousness. n. f [from contradictious.] In. 

iiitency ; contrariety to itfelf, 

Vgl. I, 
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This opinion was, for its abfurditv and 
unworthy of the contemplation and 

Contradictorily, adv. [from contradictory.] Incoim cm 
ly with himfelf ; oppofitely to others. 

' Such as have difeourfed hereon, nave fo diverfel) , ^ 

rily, or contradictorily delivered themfelves, t ia no 
from thence can be reafonab y deduced. 
Contradictoriness, n.f [from contradiCtoiy.] 0 PP obta- 
in the higheft degree. T . 

Contradictory, adj. [contradictor ms, Uati. J 

1. Oppofiteto; inconfiftent with. , . f • 

The Tews hold, that in cafe two rabbies fhou.d happen to 
contradia one another, they were yet bound to beheve the 

antra&Bory affertions ot both. f , b , 

The fchemes of thofe gentlemen are moft abfutd and 
emtradiciory to common fenfe. Mhfms 1 'reehher, N . / • 

2 [In logick.] That which is in the fulieft oppoittion, where 
'both the terms of one propofuion are oppoiite to thole o. 

Ccn^TR ad rcTOR v. n.f. A propofition which oppofeS anotr.er 

in all its terms contrariety ; inconfiftency. _ . . 

It is common with princes to will contradictories . ; for it 
the folecifm of power to think to command the end, and yet 
not to endure the means. _ Bacon , Lfay ic. 

To aferibe unto him a power of eledlion, not to chuie this 01 
that indifferently, is to make t;ie fame thing to be deternimeo 
to one, and to be not determined to one, which are contra- 
dictories. Bramh. Anjwer to Hobbs. 

Contradistinction, n.f [from contr adijlinguijh ,] Dlftinc- 

tion by oppofite qualities. . 

We mull trace the foul in the ways of intellectual adtions, 
whereby we may come to the diftindt knowledge ot what is 
meant by imagination, in contr adiji me non to fome other 
powers. G /any i lie's Scejf c. 13, 

That there are fuch things as fins of infirmity, in contra- 
dijlinCticn to thofe of prefumption, is a truth not to be 

queftioned. , CUl V 

To CONTRADISTINGUISH, v. a. [from contra and dif- 
t ingulf).] To diftinguifh not fimply by differential but by 
oppofite qualities. 

" The primary ideas we have peculiar to body, as coniradif- 
thwuijhed to fpirit, are the cohefion of folid, and confequently 
feparable parts, and a power of communicating motion by 
impulfe. Locke . 

Thefe are our complex ideas of foul and body, as contra - 
dijlinguijhed. Locke 0 

Contr afHssure. n. f. [from contra and fiffurc.] 

Contufions, when great, do ufually produce a fiffure of 
crack of the fcull, either in the fame part where the blow was 
inflidted, and then it is called fiffure ; or in the contrary part, 
in which cafe it obtains the name of conirafiffure. Wifewan . 
To CONTRAINDICATE, v.a. [contra and indico, Lat.] To 
point out fome peculiar or incidental fymptom or method of 
cure, contrary to what the general tenour of the malady 
requires. 

Vomits have their ufe in this malady ; but the age and fex 
of the patient, or other urgent or contraindicating fymptoms, 
mufl: be oblerved. Harvey on Confamptions , 

ContraindicaTion. n.f. [from contraindicate.] An indica- 
tion or fymptom, which forbids that to be done which the 
main fcope of a difeafe points out at firft. Quincy. 

I endeavour to give the moft fimple idea of the diftemper, 
and the proper diet, abftraeiing from the complications of the 
firft, or the contraindications to the fecond. Arbuth.' on Aliments. 
Contramu're. n. f. [contremur, French.] In fortification, is 
an out wall built about the main wall of a city. Chambers. 
ContraniTency. n.f [from contra and nitons, Latin.] Re- 
action ; a reliftency againft preliure. Diet, 

ContrafosiTion. n.f [from contra and p of it ion.] 

1 . A placing over againft. 

2. In logick. See Conversion. 

Contraregula'rity. n.f. [from contra and regularity.] 
Contrariety to rule. 

It is not only its not promoting, but its oppofing, or at 
leaft its natural aptnefs to oppofe die greateft and beft of ends ; 
fo that it is not fo properly an irregularity as a contr aregu- 
larity. Norris. 

Co ntra'riant. adj. [contr ari ant, from conirarier , French.] 
Inconfiftent ; contradictory : a term of law. 

The very depofitions of witneffes themfelves, being falle, 
various, contr ari ant, fingle, inconcludent, Ayliffe' s Par ergon. 
Contraries, n.f [from contrary.] In logick, propofitions 
which deftroy each other ; but of which the falfhood of one 
does not eftablifh the truth of the other. 

If two univerfals differ in quality, they are contraries; as, 
every vine is a tree, no vine is a tree. Thele can never be both 
^ true together, but they may be both falfe. Watts's Logick. 
Contrariety, n.f [from contr arietas, Latin.] 

I. Repugnance; oppofition. 

The will about one and. the fame thino- 
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